


Using SOAPS to respond to an argument

	Your Task:

Choose one of the selections we've covered from the Elements of Literature.  Respond to the author's ideas by first identifying his/her purpose and then give your own perspective on the selection.  Remember you are NOT evaluating the selection (not..."This was dull..." "I didn't like this...") but rather you are giving your own point of view and using support from the text as well as your own experience to defend your ideas.  You may use the personal I if necessary (but don't overdo it).


Here's an outline of what you can do in discussing the selection you choose:





Introductory Paragraph


In "Name of Selection in quotes," --- (name of author) discusses the use of-


OR In "Name of Selection in quotes," --- (name of author) contends that...

After this, you might want to use phrases like some of the following to incorporate the writer's ideas or main points:  So-and-so contends that ---, states that, finds that, points out that, argues that, disagrees with --- and instead suggests that--, gives anecdotes that suggest that, quotes...to support the idea/finding that---

Feel free to use the writer's real words, but make sure quote him/her.  Always use two quotation marks when quoting a source and identify the page number after the quote.  Example:  So and so contends that "blah blah blah" (26).  




Body paragraphs (you need at least two)

In these middle paragraphs, give your own response to the passage and tell why you agree/disagree (or a combination of both) with the selection.  Take each point in turn and discuss your viewpoint.  Give examples and concrete details for your commentary.





Conclusion paragraph

In this last paragraph, put it all together.  Restate the writer's main point and yours --without sounding repetitious.  Then think about the SO WHAT of your essay---what do you want your reader to do with your ideas?

Remember that words and phrases like however, moreover, consequently, additionally, furthermore, nevertheless, similarly, in contrast, therefore, for example, for instance are very helpful in developing a point of view.  

